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The road to membership was a bit long and winding. However, with the 
perseverance of the new SHC Polish Executive Committee member, Justyna 
Martyniuk-Peczek of the Gdansk University of Technology will now represent 
Poland. As noted by Professor Martyniuk-Peczek, the Polish government’s 
interest grew through grassroots initiatives, with people expressing their 
desire to participate in IEA programmes. For her, it all began in  2019 with 
her initial contacts with the Ministry of Energy. Over the years, the ministries 
were restructured and reorganized with international cooperation activities 
eventually finding their home in the Ministry of Climate and Environment. 

The momentum to integrate Poland into IEA Technology Collaboration 
Programmes (TCPs), of which SHC is one, intensified in 2023. On March 23, 
2023, a Polish TCP Coordination Day was organized, and six TCPs participated: 
Hydrogen TCP, Bioenergy TCP, Greenhouse Gas R&D (GHG TCP), Photovoltaic 
Power Systems (PVPS TCP), Wind Energy (Wind TCP), and Clean and Efficient 
Combustion (Combustion TCP). The day focused mainly on sectors identified as 
priorities in the national policy “Energy Policy of Poland until 2040.”

At the same time, people interested in participating in other TCPs, such as 
Solar Heating and Cooling SHC TCP and Energy in Buildings and Communities 
(EBC TCP), were invited. The meeting aimed to promote TCP participation and 
gauge interest from experts, businesses, and academia. Following this event, 
agreements between the government and delegated institutions were discussed 
and prepared. And the government continued to promote collaboration with 
the TCPs, for example, through the website https://www.gov.pl/web/klimat/
programy-wspolpracy-technologicznej-tcp.

Those interested in the SHC TCP were directed to cooperate with the 
Department of Heat Transformation and Energy Efficiency of the Ministry of 
Climate and Environment. With an official home established, discussions about 
membership in the SHC TCP became possible. Although parliamentary elections 
in autumn 2023 temporarily halted the decision-making process, by January 
2024, efforts resumed to establish cooperation between the Ministry and the 
Gdansk University of Technology as a delegate of the Polish government in the 
SHC TCP.

Poland & SHC Collaboration 
According to the report EU Tracker – Local heating and cooling plans in Poland, 
Poland is not yet prepared for the smooth implementation of the Energy 
Efficiency Directive (EED). This poses significant challenges at the national, 

Poland Joins SHC Programme

The members of the SHC Programme look forward to forging a productive 
partnership with Poland in the years ahead. 
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M E E T 
Justyna 

Prof. Martyniuk-Peczek 
is an architect by 
education and 
professionally 
works in urban 
planning. At 
Gdansk University 
of Technology, 
she leads the 
“Light and Energy” 
research group, 
and since 2023 has 
headed the international 
research group, “Research group - 
SUP&ER - Solar Urban Performance 
and Energy Efficiency.” Her work 
involves both buildings and 
neighborhoods, as well as strategic 
urban development programs. 

As a member of the SHC TCP, Prof 
Martyniuk-Peczek looks forward to 
finding solutions to foster energy 
efficiency at the architectural and 
urban scale. Her connection with 
the SHC Programme began as an 
observer of SHC Task 61: Solutions 
for Daylighting & Electric Lighting. 
She is currently participating in SHC 
Task 70: Low Carbon, High Comfort 
Integrated Lighting, where she 
looks forward to analyzing urban-
scale solutions that simultaneously 
reduce CO2 emissions and ensure 
the well-being of residents.

https://energy-cities.eu/countries/poland/
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In June, we saw the publication 
of the 2024 edition of Solar Heat 
Worldwide. This flagship publication 
has been made available to the 
public since 2005, in a great effort 
from our Austrian colleagues led by 
Werner Weiss and Monika Spörk-Dür 
from AEE Intec. This year’s edition, 
reflecting basic market data for 2023 
and detailed data for 2022, brings a 
mixed bag of news. The bad news is 

that the market saw a decline of 7% in new installed collector 
area, mostly due to a drop in activity in the world’s largest solar 
heating market, China, caused by a slowdown in the real estate 
sector. Despite that, we saw a global 3% growth in net installed 
capacity (newly installed minus decommissioning) and a good 
level of activity accompanied by a growing pipeline of projects 
in the industrial and district heating markets. We also saw 
strong growth in PV for heating applications, as in South Africa.

Heating represents 50% of energy end-use, and it is going to 
take an array of technologies and solutions to decarbonize 
the heating sector at the required speed. Our sector and our 
Programme are ready to meet this challenge with reliable and 
cost-effective solutions. 

Last, we had a very busy ExCo meeting this past June in Oslo.  I 
want to thank our colleagues from Norway again, particularly 
Michaela Meir, for the warm welcome and great job organizing 
the meeting, which included a very interesting tour of Inaventa 
Solar’s manufacturing facility. The meeting in Oslo saw the 
departure due to retirement of two professionals that have 
had a significant impact on SHC. Prof Maria Wall, from Sweden, 
has contributed not only as an expert on solar neighborhoods 
and buildings but also as a very effective Task Manager, the 
last time for the recently finished Task 63 - Solar Neighborhood 
Planning. Werner Weiss had many roles within SHC, from Task 
expert to Austrian ExCo member. Werner always brought 
not only knowledge, but also a profound commitment to 
the development of the solar heating and cooling sector. He 
created and led our Solar Heat Worldwide publication and has 
been instrumental in growing our Solar Academy activities. To 
Maria and Werner, our most sincere thank you, and we wish you 
the best of luck in this next chapter.

		  Lucio Mesquita
		  SHC Executive Committee Chair
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regional, and municipal levels. To address these challenges, 
information, knowledge, and expertise are needed, which are 
not limited to a single area of action.

Poland’s membership in the SHC TCP will bring numerous 
benefits for both academia and business, comments Prof. 
Martyniuk-Peczek. To begin, it will enable interested groups to 
participate in international projects, facilitating the exchange 
of experiences and knowledge regarding local conditions 
and best practices in solar energy and energy efficiency. In 
Poland, there are individuals with extensive business 
experience and international work backgrounds who are 
eager to collaborate. Through this international collaboration 

with experts and institutions from other countries, Polish 
participants can leverage their expertise, potentially leading 
to faster and more efficient implementation of innovative 
solutions.

For Prof. Martyniuk-Peczek, she sees this participation as 
significantly strengthening Poland’s capacity to achieve the 
objectives outlined in the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) 
and helping secure funding and technical support for the 
development of solar energy and heating projects, which 
ultimately will benefit both the economy and the environment 
in Poland.




